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Comparative Literature 203 
Literature & Film: Words to Images 

Summer 2018 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00 – 11:30 am; 6116 Social Sciences 

 
Professor: Janelle Pulczinski 
Office: 2404 Sterling Hall 
Email: pulczinski@wisc.edu 
Office Hours M 12:00 – 1:00; W 12:00 – 1:00; by appointment 
 
Our Class 
Everyone loves a good story, and in this class we’ll explore intriguing stories told through words and 
images. Film has often used literature and its stories as a starting point to (re)create that story using 
images. And literature often borrows techniques from film to help develop its own ways of telling stories. 
One of the fascinating aspects of both genres – film and literature – is the relationship between the two: 
how does one create, translate, or adapt a story using images or words? How can a story written 
hundreds of years ago be relevant to a modern audience? What techniques can be used to convey a 
story in a way that’s not been done before? How does reading or viewing a story help us better 

understand the complex relationships of people in the world today, especially if we are hearing that story 
from a particular viewpoint? These questions are a few of the ones we’ll attempt to answer as we discuss 
and analyze the stories selected for this course. 
 
This course is a comparative course.  That means, as readers/viewers, we will learn more about film and 
literature by looking at a broad range of those texts; I’ve chosen novels, plays, and short stories that reflect 
different approaches to writing, different time periods, and different cultural perspectives; the films are 
inspired by, adapted or translated from, and reflective of a new approach to ‘reading’ those literary pieces. 
As we explore each text and its accompanying film, we’ll also discuss questions of class, race, and gender 
that the pieces may or may not introduce to us by looking at their strengths, their weaknesses, their 
various interpretations (based in the text, of course), and our own understandings of them based on our 
diverse worldviews. 
 
While this course is primarily a literature course, we will focus our attentions on more than close readings 
and literary analysis.  For me, reading analytically is intertwined with writing coherently, thinking critically, 
and articulating opinions appropriately.  With that in mind, this course is designed not only to increase 
your critical reading skills and breadth of knowledge about literature, but also to enable you to think and 
write critically and to present your ideas concisely and straightforwardly.   

 
How We’re Organized 
This class is an intensive, 4-week course with a lot of reading and film-watching. I’ll do my best to 
distribute the reading and viewings in a way that makes the course both accessible and entertaining, but 
do expect to read about 350 pages per week. Because we meet 4 days a week for 2.5 hours each session, 
each meeting will be divided into lecture time, small-group time, large-group discussion, and possible in-
class reading or writing assignments.  All films will be accessible through Canvas, and I expect you to 
watch them before class discussion. We will watch some clips in class to analyze them more fully. 
 
Literature We’ll Read 

❖ Jane Austen Emma 
❖ O. Henry “The Gift of the Magi”1 
❖ Guy de Maupassant “A Day in the Country” 
❖ Manuel Puig Kiss of the Spider Woman 
❖ Bram Stoker Dracula OR Pierre Choderlos de Laclos Dangerous Liaisons2 
❖ William Shakespeare The Taming of the Shrew3 OR Othello 

                                                             
1 Short stories and links to the films are available through Canvas.  
2 Also available online through the UW library system 
3 Also available online through the UW library system 

mailto:pulczinski@wisc.edu
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Films We’ll Watch 

❖ Héctor Babenco Kiss of the Spider Woman 
❖ Francis Ford Coppola Bram Stoker’s Dracula OR Roger Kumble Cruel Intentions 
❖ Amy Heckerling Clueless 
❖ Jim Henson Emmet Otter’s Jug-Band Christmas 
❖ Gil Junger 10 Things I Hate About You OR Tim Blake Nelson O 
❖ Jean Renoir Partie de Campagne 

 

What We’ll Learn 
In our learning community, we’ll analyze the texts we read and the films we watch through engaged 
discussion and critical reflection. By the end of this four-week course, our aim is to achieve the following 
learning goals: 

❖ Gain a better understanding of film and literary genres, of the function of narrative in both image 
and word, and of the intersections between film and literature. 

❖ Develop close-reading skills to better understand texts read for and outside of this class 
❖ Increase critical thinking and writing skills 
❖ Use our readings, viewings, and discussions to explore broader topics focused on literary 

knowledge and cultural awareness. 
 
How You’ll Contribute 
Participation: 15% 
Film & Lit Review: 10% 
Reading Journal/In-Class Writing: 25% 
Course Exam: 25% 
Term Paper:  25% 

Important Due Dates 
Film & Lit Review: Thursday 28 June 
Reading Journals: Due every Thursday4 
Course Exam: Tuesday 3 July 
Term Paper:  Thursday 12 July

 

Grading for the course will be determined according to the following scale: 
❖ A 92 - 100% 
❖ AB 87 - <92% 
❖ B 82 - <87%  
❖ BC 77 - <82%  
❖ C 70 - <77%  
❖ D 60 - <69%  
❖ F <60%  

 
Participation grade will be based on attendance and participation in class. I strongly recommend that you 
plan to attend every meeting, as each absence will significantly affect your ability to participate in the 
class. I rank discussion participation each day based on the following scale (note this is a scale and not a 
point system): 

❖ 0: absent with no notification 
❖ 1:  absent with notification but no completed assignment;5 in class but sleeping or doing work for 

other courses during discussion; completely disengaged. 
❖ 2:  minimally engaged in discussion with little verbal participation, or occasional insightful 

commentary but arrived late, with no textbook/incomplete readings and little active listening. 

❖ 3:  fully prepared with texts and excellent commentary; utilizing close reading and active listening 
skills. 

 
Policies and Procedures 
Participation is crucial for better understanding the texts and films we will discuss in this course.  While 
reading may seem like a solitary endeavor, reading collaboratively exponentially enhances our 
understanding of both the novel and the worlds surrounding us. And film-watching is always more fun 

                                                             
4 No reading journal assignment will be required on the days you have other assignments due, but you will still turn 
in the week’s journal on Thursday. No reading journal will be assigned during the last week of the course. 
5 See footnote 6. 
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when we do so with friends, usually because of the discussions that ensue after we’ve watched the film 
together. As such, you will be expected to contribute to class discussion by actively engaging with the 
texts, the films, and our learning community. 
 
What does active participation include? 

❖ Reading/viewing all assigned materials before coming to class. 
❖ Showing up on time and bringing any texts we are discussing that day (in physical or digital 

format). 
❖ Participating verbally in discussion by raising questions and sharing your insights with the class. 

❖ Listening attentively to your classmates’ observations and staying focused on the discussion. 
 
Film & Lit Review is your first graded written assignment, in which you will write a short piece (2 pages) 
reviewing one of the films through the lens of the text it was inspired by. A detailed assignment will be 
provided prior to the due date. 
 
Reading Journal/In-Class Writing will encompass most homework and in-class work.  Though we may not 

speak directly of the writing process always, we will be active writers throughout the course.  You will 

have a reading journal due each week, though I expect you to write in it for each assignment (both 

reading and viewing).  What I’d like to see accomplished in your reading journals is not focused on 

grammar.  I want your entries to be (1) extensions of any class discussions, and (2) a space for you to 

explore in detail questions you have, differings of opinion you may have with our authors/directors, with 

your peers, or with me, and to cultivate ideas about the text, film, or discussion on that week’s 

assignments.  I’d like to see a minimum of a page written per entry, though I acknowledge that some 

readings, films, or discussions may not interest you as much as others will.  Reading journals will not be 

given a letter grade, nor will I address grammatical or stylistic issues therein.  I will, however, read your 

entries to see that you are thinking critically about the texts we read and the discussions we have, and 

respond to any questions you may have, and you will receive credit for completing each journal entry. In 

addition, I may assign in-class writing as we work together throughout the course to help cultivate ideas, 

debates, and writing skills. 

Course Exam will consist primarily of explications of the literature we read and films we watch, though it 

may also include short answer questions. The exam is intended (1) to ensure you are reading and 

understanding the material we discuss, (2) to offer an alternative opportunity to demonstrate the 

knowledge you gain in the course, and (3) to give me insight on whether/how effectively we are meeting 

the course goals. 

Term paper is the final project/exam for this course and will reflect the topics discussed throughout the 

course. A detailed assignment will be provided prior to the assignment due date. 

Office Consultations with me are highly encouraged.  I have regular office hours as noted above; feel free 

to contact me during this time or make an appointment to discuss readings, course expectations, 

concerns about essays, or anything else class-related.  While I may not be able to read drafts of your 

assignments before they are due, I will be glad to discuss an outline, to look at a portion of your paper 

causing you difficulty, or to brainstorm with you. 

Absences from a class of this intensity and short duration may be problematic to your understanding of 

the materials and ability to complete assignments and learning goals. If you need to be absent for any 

reason, I would appreciate an email to inform me prior to your absence if possible.  If you know you will 

be absent for any portion of the class and/or tardy regularly, please notify me within the first two days of 

the course. More than 3 excused absences6 may result in a lower grade. Even when you are absent from 

                                                             
6 An excused absence means you have notified me within 24 hours of your absence and have completed a short, 

written assignment to count as your participation and attendance for the day of your absence.  
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class, you are still responsible for submitting any work on time. Please note: if you are more than 20 

minutes late to class, I will consider you absent for the day. 

Reading and Assignments must be completed on time.  Late assignments will be docked 5% of the grade 

for every late day.  Late journal entries will only be accepted one day after the due date.  This policy is 

strict to help you stay on track in an intensive course and to remain fair to all participants.  If you are 

having trouble keeping up with the assigned coursework or are having extra-curricular issues that are 

affecting your performance, please come talk to me and we’ll work something out; while I am strict, I am 

not without compassion. 

Extra Credit will be awarded to anyone who (1) defines and (2) uses correctly in a sentence any 5 (five) 

unfamiliar words from the day’s reading.  This offer is valid on every reading assignment. 

Disabilities: If you have any disabilities or other issues that affect your performance in the class, please 

notify me of your needs so we can make the appropriate accommodations.  I highly recommend any 

McBurney students to talk to me as soon as possible so I am aware of any arrangements that need to be 

made for assignments and exams. 

Miscellaneous Notes 
❖ Please turn off cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices before class begins. 
❖ Though laptops in class are not forbidden, they should be used for accessing the day’s readings 

or note-taking purposes only.   
❖ I check my email regularly and will do my best to respond within 24 hours.  Please note that I do 

not check work email between 10pm-7am, so if you have a time-sensitive question be sure to 
contact me at a reasonable time. 

❖ Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any concerns or questions you may have throughout the 
course. If you have a question about a grade you receive on an exam or paper, please notify me 

in writing within 24 hours, and we will set up a time to discuss your concern. 
❖ If you have an issue with the course that is not resolved by talking to me first, you may contact the 

Comparative Literature Department Chair, Ernesto Livorni. 
 
Plagiarism is taking someone else’s words or ideas and using them as your own and is a violation of 
academic honesty and integrity.  This serious offense will not be tolerated in this class. 
 
Plagiarism includes taking papers or other texts from the internet and submitting them as your own, using 
articles or other researching resources without citing them, turning in an assignment written by another 
person or by a paper writing “service,” copying another person’s words without proper citation (i.e., 
without using quotation marks and telling the reader whom you are quoting), and borrowing someone 
else’s specific ideas – even if you paraphrase – without letting the reader know where you found those 
ideas. 
 
If you are in doubt as to what constitutes plagiarism, feel free to bring questions to me. The Writing 
Center on campus can also address these questions. We will discuss in detail how to document materials 
for this class and discipline.  ALWAYS CITE YOUR SOURCES. 
 

We will follow the procedures for handling plagiarism as set forth in university and department policies. 
The penalties for plagiarism are very serious and can include expulsion from the university. For detailed 
information on the University’s Academic Misconduct policy, please see this link. 
 
General Course Grading Guidelines 
A students have thoroughly mastered the course material, including not only the information found in 
the readings and contained in class discussions or lectures, but also argumentation and thesis formation, 
as well as such mechanical issues as grammar, punctuation, usage, and proper paper formatting.  They 
also have been well prepared for class, maintained a good attendance record, participated actively, 
eagerly, and respectfully in classroom discussions, and met with the instructor during office hours.  These 
individuals have been consistently and exceptionally dedicated and show marked progress. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/uws/14.pdf
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B students have engaged with and understood the majority of the course material as noted above, but 
less thoroughly than an A student.  They have generally – but not always – been well prepared and 
participated actively and eagerly in classroom discussions.  People receiving this grade will have attended 
office hours or met with the instructor outside of class, but perhaps only once.  These individuals have 
registered a solid performance throughout the course of the class and have made measurable progress. 
 
C students have engaged with and understood more than half of the course material as noted under the 
profile for an A student.  They have been inconsistently prepared for class and have participated fitfully in 

classroom discussions.  Usually, they seldom or never attend office hours or speak to the instructor outside 
of the class.  These students have performed well occasionally, but not consistently.  Their understanding 
of the information and their skill levels have improved, but less remarkably than that of either A or B 
students. 
 
D students have engaged with and understood less than half of the course material as outlined above.  
Their attendance record generally has not been good, and when they have attended class they have 
usually been poorly prepared and have participated reluctantly, if at all, during class discussions.  They 
often have spoken little, if at all, with the instructor.  Their understanding of the information contained in 
the course and writing/argumentative proficiency has improved little. 
 
F students fit the profile for a D student but also have not completed course assignments and/or have 
attended class less than 50% of the time. 
 
Acknowledgement 
Because this syllabus is your contract with the course and with me, I ask you to sign it as a recognition of 
your understanding of the information provided within: 
 

I acknowledge that I have thoroughly read and understand this syllabus.  I understand that I am 
responsible for informing my instructor of any conflicts or questions I may have about the information 
throughout the course.  If I have any questions about the syllabus now, I will email the professor within 24 
hours of reading it. 
 
Signed: ___________________________________          Date: ___________________ 
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Daily Schedule7 
 

Meeting Day Discussion Topic Assignment 
Due on the following day 

WEEK 1: Monday18 June Introduction to Course 
In-class Reading: O. Henry 
In-class viewing: Henson 

Read volume I (chs. 1-18) of 
Austen’s Emma 

Tuesday 19 June Emma  Read volume II (chs. 19-36) of 
Emma 

Wednesday 20 June Emma 
Film & Lit Review Assigned 

Read volume III (chs. 37-55) of 
Emma 

Thursday 21 June Emma 
Reading Journal DUE (3 

entries) 

Watch Clueless 
Beginning reading Othello 

(Acts I – III) OR Taming of the 
Shrew (Induction – Act II) 

WEEK 2: Monday 25 June Clueless 
Intro to Shakespeare 

Finish reading Othello (Acts IV 
– V) or Taming of the Shrew 

(Acts III – V)  

Tuesday 26 June Shakespeare Watch O (Othello) or 10 Things 
I Hate About You (Shrew) 

Wednesday 27 June Shakespeare Film & Lit Review DUE Thursday 
28 June 

Thursday 28 June Shakespeare 
Reading Journal DUE (4 

entries) 

Read Maupassant 
Watch Renoir 

WEEK 3: Monday 2 July Maupassant 
Renoir 

Read chs. 1-8 of Puig 

Tuesday 3 July Puig 
Term paper assigned 

COURSE EXAM 

Read chs. 9-16 of Puig 
 

Wednesday 4 July NO CLASS Watch Babenco 

Thursday 5 July Puig/Babenco 
Reading Journal DUE (4 

entries) 

Beginning reading Stoker (chs. 
1-14) OR Laclos (letters 1-80)  

WEEK 4: Monday 9 July Intro to epistolary novels Finish reading Stoker (chs. 15-
27) OR Laclos (letters 81-175)  

Tuesday 10 July Stoker/Laclos Watch Dracula (Stoker) or Cruel 
Intentions (Laclos) 

Wednesday 11 July Stoker/Laclos 
Coppola/Kumble 

Term paper DUE Thursday 12 
July 

Thursday 12 July Conclusion to course  

 
 

 
 

                                                             
7 Subject to reasonable change. 


